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Many times people will come to me and say, "Rabbi, I just can't go on. I just do not
have the strength to continue. Where can I get-the strength to overcome my problems?
Why am I in this situation? I have a good job, a good family, but I just cannot seem
to cope." To these people every little problem is a mountain. Life to them is difficult.
They cannot seem to make it. They are crying out for help and they do not know where

to turn to get it.

These people either have expectations of themselves which are unrealistic or they have
been brainwashed to feel that they should feel something special in life immediately

and they aren't feeling it. They are looking for some sort of high or some sort of
mystical experience of some sort of sudden surge of energy which will make them feel
really alive. Many of them are very disappointed when they do not feel this. This is

the reason that many people now are turning to drugs. They want an instant mind-expanc:~nz
spiritual experience. They want to feel that they are in control and can handle life

and overcome it.

Many of these people are like Aaron's sons, Nodov and Avihu, who brought strange fire t:
G-d on the very day that the Tabernacle was dedicated and Aaron, their father, was instziled
as High Priest. They could not wait for the fire to come down from heaven and consume
the sacrifices. They wanted a shortcut to feel life's happinesses and spiritual glow.
Some Rabbis say that they got drunk so that they could feel this. Others say that they
really were looking for a genuine spiritual experience, but they did not want to put in
any effort to obtain it. They did not want to commit themselves to anything. They just
wanted to be able to tap into spiritual experiences without any real effort. They did
not want to do what our religion demands in order to receive life's blessings and feel
life's happinesses. They did not want to work at it day in and day out. They did not
want to get married. They did not want to have a family. They did not want to establish
relationships with G-d and man that were lasting and which required day in and day out
commitment. This our religion teaches us,is the only way we can gain the strength to

)

overcome our problems and,also/to feel life's satisfactions.
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In the Torah portion, Noso, we have many of these ideas spelled out. We have enumerated
the offerings of the Head of each of the twelve'tribes of Israel who brought them on the
days the Tabernacle was dedicated. There is something very strange about these offerings.
What is strange about them is that they are all identical. The Torah, which is usually
so terse in its lanquage, repeats twelve times the same offering of silver dishes and
gold pans and sacrifices. Why couldn't the Torah have Just said that the twelve princes
each brought the same offering on twelve different days and this was their offering.
Instead, it enumerated everyone's offering. Even its placing of this description of
these prince's offerings right after we have the priestly blessing of "May the Lord bless
thee and keep thee, may the Lord make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious to thee

and may the Lord lift up His countenance to thee and give thee peace" seems strange.

We}in lifélall want the same basic thingf to accomplish self-set goals, to be loved and
accepted and to cause other people joy and happiness. We all, though, do not start from
the same place. We each are born with different talents and different strengths and
different weaknesses. Each of us wants these same basic things but in order to achieve
these same basic things we must know ourselves. To achieve goals, to be accepted and to
cause other people joy do not require the same approach from each of us. So many people
in life are unhappy today because they concentrate on what they are not, not on what
they are. Each of us can contribute so much to the world, but instead of looking at who
we really are and what we really are, so many people think that in order to feel life's
high they have to be a movie queen or a millionaire or a lawyer or a doctor, etc. They
feel that they have to concentrate on what they are‘notjinstead of what they are. They
do not realize that in being what they are, by doing their daily tasks, by loving their
family and by being loved by them they will feel what life is all about. It is a slow

tedious process but it will yield the desired results.

All the princes were not equal in their talents, but they were all able to achieve the

same desired results because they knew what their talents were and what was really important




image3.png
NaSU - MAY 1983

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE THREE

in life. The princes offered their gifts not in chronological order but in the order
they marched. Judah was first. Judah had a blue flag with a lion on it. His flag stoocd
for courage. He was worthy for leadership because he knew how to admit when he was wrong,
he had courage. He made mistakes but he did not blame them on others. The next flag

was that of Isachar. His flag was a black flag which had the moon and stars on it. His
flag stood for hope. On the darkest night,the moon and the stars are always there. The
third flag was that of Zevulun. It was a white flag with a ship on it. The ship stood
for commerce and the white background stood for honesty. Honesty in business was his
contribution. All the other princes, too, offered their gifts. All these gifts were
equal even though their individual talents were not. Their gifts symbolized the fact
that they each had felt life's natural high, they each had had a spiritual experience

by achieving the goals in life that were right for them and by knowing that they were
accepted and loved by G-d and othersxand that they could bring others and G-d joy and
happiness. This is the way we merit the priestly blessing. That is how we merit to feel
G-d's countenance shining upon us. This is the way we get life's high. Our religion
does not promise us that we will[ﬁgye no problems, no setbacks or tragedies. All it
promises us is that if we live by its teachings sincerely, day in and day out, we will

be given the strength to overcome our problems.

Right immediately before the priestly blessing)we learn about the Nazarite, the man who
took upon himself special obligations not to cut his hair, not to drink wine, in order

to have a spiritual experience. After he completed his Nazariteship, which was a minimum
of thirty days, the Torah tells us he had to bring a sin offering. The Rabbis ask, why
did he have to bring a sin offering? They say that he had to bring a sin offering because
he tried to have a spiritual experience by denying part of life. This is not the way

that we Jews look or aspire for spiritual experiences. Spiritual experiences come from
the inside out, from doing Mitzvahs day by day and from being true to family and friends.
In the Haphtorah,we learn about the most famous Nazarite of them all, Samson. In the end

7

he was a complete failure. Gimmicks, trying to live a spiritual life through some ocutside
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strength helped him not at all. He ended up blind and a captive, unfortunately the same
way that those who rely on drugs and fads to feel life's meaning, also, do today. In
the end)this type of strange fire destroys them as it destroyed Aaron's son? Nodov and

Avihu.

The holiday of Shavuos, also, proclaims this same message. Shavuos is a holiday without

any real pageantry. There are no special rituals. You might think that there should be.
After all, this was the greatest day in Jewish history, the day when we got the Torah.

The way we celebrate Shavuos is by counting the 9 days before it, by_preqaring ourselves

- Y
every day to receive the Torah. Only if a person prepares himself for tif¥y days before

Shavuog;can he appreciate Shavuus: The Torah and life cannot be appreciated by one-shot
gimmickrystype of activities. It can only be appreciated by day-in and day-out quiet
labor, by living an honest, decent life day-in and day -out, by doing as many Mitzvahs as
we can, and by loving and being loved by our family and friends. In this way, we are

assured nat that we will have no problems, but that we will have the strength to overcome

them and that we will always know that life is worth living.




